
Reading books keeps a person’s mind active, whereas watching films and television 

is passive and does not require a person to use their imagination.  

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Paragraph 1: It is widely believed that reading books stimulate a person's 

imagination and improve their his or her (this is referring to the singular noun a 

person) language, while watching movies are (1) merely a passive process. I 

completely agree with this statement. This essay will further elaborate the reasons 

behind my belief.  

 

(1) Look, this auxiliary verb is not referring merely to the noun movies, rather to 

the whole phrase watching movies, which is a complete singular idea. 

Therefore, you should use is, not are.) 

 

Comment: I suggest you always state the key discussion points in a Task 2 

introduction paragraph. That means, you must add an outline statement in the 

introduction part, it will convey a complete preview of the essay.  

 

 

Paragraph 2: Reading is the best mode of nurturing the power of 

imagination. Books usually lack pictures (visual illustrations are better words,) 

hence, a person reading a novel will usually tend to picture things in his or her head, 

like how the characters look like and what they are wearing. In contrast, (2) when 

watching TV and films, all of those specifications are given, so there is no room for 

imagination. For instance, a survey conducted in one city found that most parents 

prefer that their children read books rather than watch TV as they have experienced 

the effect of both on their brains.  

(2) In contrast is an introductory phrase, you should always use a comma after 

an introductory phrase, such as in addition, as a result, furthermore, on the 

other hand, moreover, however etc.  



Comment: The first sentence of a body paragraph is called a topic sentence, a 

sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph. In other words, you must write 

this sentence in a way that it gives the essence of the discussion in this paragraph. 

Here in this case, it could be like this Reading is the best mode of nurturing the 

power of imagination.  

 

 

Paragraph 3: Furthermore, reading is the best way to learn a certain 

language. By learning new vocabulary and memorizing spelling and words, a 

person's mind is active. (3) Unlike watching television where words are only heard 

and might pass by without even noticing them. People lose concentration feel 

exhausted after a few hours of reading, but not they might not experience the 

same feelings after watching television, indicating that the brain is active and 

consumes energy when reading. For example, a study show (a study is a singular 

subject, therefore the verb also must be singular. Use a study shows..) that 

brainwave activity during reading and watching films and concluded that the brain is 

most active during the former activity. 

(3) You could explain the topic sentence in a better way, for instance, by reading 

a book written in a target language, people can immerse themselves into 

a new culture and environment that help them to hone their language 

skill. 

 

 

 

Paragraph 4: To sum up, reading provokes brain activity and results in 

imagination and for that reason, I strongly believe that reading activates a person's 

mind. 

 

Remember, a proper conclusion paragraph should always summarise the key 

discussion points by restating them using alternative words. Look closely, you did not 

summarize major points properly, rather simply provided a general statement. This is 

not a good idea. You could have done it like this below: 



To sum up, reading stimulates our brain activity and results in improving 

power of imagination and sharpening the language skills. These things cannot 

be achieved by watching TV of film. For this reason, I strongly believe that 

reading is much more effective in terms of developing and nurturing our 

creative mind than that of the other way around. 

 

 

A band 8/8+ Sample Response 

It is widely believed that reading books stimulate people’s imagination and expand 

their knowledge base, while watching movies is merely a momentary concentration. I 

completely agree with this statement because reading a book helps people to 

visualize at its best, whereas watching TV or film restrains them from thinking 

beyond the presented pictures or videos. I am going to elaborate this idea further to 

establish my opinion.  

 

Reading is the best mode of nurturing the power of imagination. When people read a 

story, they tend to visualize the settings and the characters involved in it. The deeper 

they dive into the story, the more their imaginations branch out accordingly. For 

instance, most of the avid reader of Harry Potter novel series got extremely 

disappointed when they watched its film series afterwards, because the way they 

drew the pictures in their imagination were much deeper than that of the films. This is 

how books keep people’s thought power more active which eventually helps them in 

real life in terms of idea generation. 

 

In addition, reading a book leads us through real knowledge and vicarious 

experience, whereas a TV or film simply gives a transient entertainment or emotion. 

Presentation of this contrast remains incomplete without the words of Groucho Marx 

“I find television very educating. Every time somebody turns on the set, I go into the 

other room and read a book.” Furthermore, experiments show that people feel tired 

after many hours of reading, but they do not experience the same in case of 

watching television, indicating that brainwave activity during reading is more active 

than that of the other way around. 

 



To sum up, reading stimulates brain activity and results in imagination which 

eventually helps in real life in term of generating creative output, whereas watching 

TV or film can simply pass an ephemeral feeling. Therefore, I firmly believe that 

reading offers us an incredible brain culture, which is impossible to gain in the other 

way around. 

 

 

 

Score and Comment 

Task Achievement – Band 6  
You need to develop the ideas in a bit more details. Make sure you are spending 10-

15 minutes before starting to write the essay. It will help you to generate ideas. You 

can see this short video for a smart planning technique 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjoEn_OCBek&t=6s  

 

Coherence and Cohesion – Band 6 
Your discussion progressed logically; you tried to establish your supported view for 

the incredible benefits of reading books, rather than watching TV or films. Good 

work. However, just remember, a complete preview in the introduction part and a 

clear summary in the conclusion paragraph are very important for conveying a 

coherent message. Notice how I have reconstructed these two paragraphs. In 

addition, focus on the appropriate use of cohesive devices. You can check the link 

below for our detailed discussion in this area: 

https://www.ieltsluminary.com/cohesive-device  

 
Vocabulary – Band 7 

Your vocabulary is mostly contextual. Just try to use some alternative expressions, 

rather than applying the same vocabulary multiple times in the same paragraph. 

Also, when you are writing a conclusion paragraph, try to avoid the words that you 

have already used in the essay. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjoEn_OCBek&t=6s
https://www.ieltsluminary.com/cohesive-device


Grammar – Band 6 
You struggled with proper use of prepositions and subject-verb agreements. 

Moreover, your long sentences could be better. Spend some time in the clause 

chapter, it will help you to shape complex and compound sentences. You can use 

the grammar book that we emailed you. That is a very good practical grammar book 

for your self-study reference. 

       

Overall Score: 6 

Assessed by: ieltsluminary.com 


